
  

Economic & Commercial Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

 
Monday, March 14, 2022 6:30 p.m. 

KALLSEN CENTER  
 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
OPENING 
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 10, 2022 MINUTES 
APPROVAL OF TODAY’S AGENDA 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 

1. Chairman’s Report      

2. New Business/Old Business 

a. Business Breakfast Event-Update 

3. Staff Report 

a. Introduction to Carolyn Mitera-Business Retention & 

Marketing Specialist 

b. Oak Park Avenue Grants 

c. Development Updates 

 

 4.  Receive Comments from the Public 
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Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – January 10, 2022 

 
 

Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh       Kimberly Clarke, Community Development Dir. 
Dino Sanfilippo      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Richard Osty       
Dennis Reidy      Members Not Present    
Chris Shoemaker     Chris Schiller   
Dan Fitzgerald       Adam Guldan     
Brian Potter      Christine Obbagy  
   
 
Chairman Walsh called the January 10, 2022 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:28 p.m. There was a motion made by Commissioner Shoemaker, seconded by Commissioner Potter to 
approve the minutes from the December 13, 2021 ECC meeting. All in favor; motion carried. A motion to 
approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting was made by Commissioner Sanfilippo, seconded by 
Commissioner Osty. All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Chairman’s Report – 
Chairman Walsh reminded commissioners to keep an eye out for the Ethics requirement that will come up 
again in a couple of months. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 

Oak Park Avenue Grant Updates 

Kimberly provided a summary of last year’s projects. There were some major projects and many were 
supported by the grant. There’s nothing in the pipeline right now, and they were approved in the budget for 
the full amount again this year. They made some tweaks: not doing landscaping anymore; made some 
changes to signage. She’s got eyes on some properties she’d like to reach out to; there’s some 
redevelopment opportunities right now. The Grant Program is accomplishing what it’s supposed to, and has 
promoted facades and code compliance. 

Kimberly is currently working with Springfort Hall, one that she had pegged for a grant. The owner is 
debating on building out individual units to make them more marketable or leaving it as is for someone to 
take over the whole space. The owners had asked about the $70,000 max per building. This one is a condo 
situation, each with its’ own PIN number. But she didn’t think that the intent of the grant was that each unit 
could apply. Chairman Walsh chimed in and stated that it was not the ECC’s recommendation; the cap was 
suggested by Trustee Galante in regards to the situation with SIP Wine Bar. Kimberly stated that even if we 
agreed to a grant per unit, they would still have to qualify as a Retail Grant (being one of the business they 
are wanting to promote) or a Code Compliance Grant. The commissioners were not fond of the idea of 
allowing grants for each PIN number. With a building like that, grants could be awarded and then years 
down the road the individual build-outs could be torn down to allow for a tenant to take over the whole 
area. It’s not necessarily considered an improvement to the building, and that was originally the intent of 
the grants. 

A potential grant request down the road could be Primal Cut with their future plans. But there’s a hiccup; 
the existing patios (from Holstein’s to Primal Cut) were actually built into the Village right-of-way. There’s 
many utilities in that right-of-way. Her legal concern is how we give grant money to a property that’s on 
Village property. Once you enclose an open-air patio, it becomes part of the building. Another issue is the 
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sidewalk in front of Primal Cut where a utility box is cut in; she’s surprised there hasn’t been an ADA 
compliance complaint about the width of the sidewalk. And it’s the same way across the street at Teehan’s. 

Kimberly also stated that they’ve been better at fast-tracking the grants. Commissioner Potter asked about 
the Sports Station property. Kimberly stated that there has been further decay and is trying to get an order 
for her building inspector to be able to enter the building. 
 
Development Updates 

Commissioner Fitzgerald asked about The Boulevard. Kimberly stated that temporary siding is being put 
up on the east wall. She’s working with Popus Popcorn to coordinate the developers’ contractor with her 
contractor. The Starbuck’s on LaGrange Road is on a stall due to delays on getting the electrical boxes 
being pushed out another month. Loyola got their MWRD permit and can start anytime now. Pete’s Fresh 
Market presented their modifications to the Planning Department last week. Panduit’s former site went to 
first read for the residential development and will go to the January 18th Board Meeting for approval. 
Holiday Inn has their roof up now. There is interest in the property next to Woodspring to put up another 
extended stay hotel. The Starbucks on Harlem is waiting for a MWRD permit; they are staged and ready to 
go. Commissioner Potter asked about a dispensary; Kimberly stated that there was nothing yet. Atlas Putty 
is looking to close on a property on Northstar Ct. in February next to Steiner Electric. There’s been some 
more interested in developing the vacant land at the intersection of 183rd & LaGrange. Banging Gavel might 
have a closing in mid-February; the lender is awaiting appraisals and environmental reports. The foundation 
is in the ground for the Magnuson residences on 191st & 80th Avenue; there was a 5/3 recommendation from 
last week’s Plan Commission meeting for changes to their plan and it will go to Village Board on January 
18th. They’re trying to get them to a firm completion date. Kimberly asked Commissioner Shoemaker if 
there’s been any impact on businesses near the NAWS Testing Center. He said it was out of hand but has 
settled down since Christmas. Hillgrove Tap will be going in the former Tribes and is coming to the Village 
Board for a video gaming license. Kimberly stated that Dendrino’s contacted her about annexing to the 
Village. 

Commissioner Reidy mentioned prospecting and stated that he had been to a couple different places recently 
in Oakbrook and Oak Lawn. Puttshack in Oakbrook is like a miniature golf. Birdies in Oak Lawn is a sports 
bar with bays where you hit into a net. 
 
Discuss Goals for 2022 

May Business Breakfast Event - 
Kimberly stated that Donna is looking for a date and location; she is considering the first Wednesday, May 
4th. We’ll need a speaker; the gentleman that did the last one has retired. Kimberly suggested something 
more entertaining but still informative. She asked Commissioners what she could do to make it more 
engaging. Chairman Walsh suggested more of what’s going on locally and what our vision is. Kimberly 
wondered if there’d be any businesses or developers that would be willing to speak. Commissioner Osty 
suggested maybe putting together a panel and have it be interactive. Also, do 15-minute informative talks 
about the Grant Program, and other things they might not be aware of. Kimberly expressed that maybe it 
would be helpful to the business community to have a discussion about the finances of the Village and how 
money comes in to the Village and how it is responsibly being used. She also said we should unveil the 
plans about pulling away from the CVB. She suggested an ECC or Plan Commission member should be on 
the panel. 
Commissioner Reidy stated we should address what the Village is doing to improve the safety for our 
businesses. Chairman Walsh stated that maybe Mayor Glotz would want a small segment to speak. 
Kimberly asked if the Commission needed to see a list for the Awards Ceremony; Chairman Walsh had 
stated that they had never looked at one before. And in the past they had covered the Economic 
Development updates, but now that isn’t really applicable because it’s all easily accessible. 
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Staff Report - 

Interviews will be held on January 14th for the Business Retention and Marketing Specialist; there are four 
candidates. She’s not sure how involvement the candidate will have with the ECC. 

There has been open dialog with CMS regarding the Mental Health Center. Depending on how it is sold, 
who it is sold to, and who develops it determines their piece of the revenue sharing. 

The Brixmor grocer planned for a February opening is looking more like March now. 

The Economic Development Strategic Plan submission is all in now. Kimberly asked if it has to be officially 
approved by the Village Board. Chairman Walsh thought that it has only been presented in the past. She 
plans on putting it on the Village website. 

There were no other questions or comments from Commissioners. 

 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Commissioner Fitzgerald and seconded by Commissioner Potter to adjourn 
the meeting. Vote by voice call. All in favor; motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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